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Culligan Water Conditioning  Linstroth’s Valley View Farm 
Water Conditioning Company                     Farm / Indoor Produce Market 
Jim Fletcher, Owner                            Paul Linstroth, Fall Produce Provider 
1102 17th Street    Sharon Linstroth, Fall Produce Provider 
Monroe, WI  53566   70 Drammen Valley Road 
(608) 328-4251    Mount Horeb, WI 53572 
     (608) 523-1452 
     www.linstrothfarmmarket.com 
 
 
 
Dean Health Plan   Pro Cellular/Verizon Premium Retailer 
Health Coverage                                         Cellular Phone Retailer 
Colleen Gransee, President  T.J. Butler, Cellular Provider 
1277 Deming Way   301 West 6th Avenue Suite 133 
Madison, WI 53705   Monroe, WI 53566 
(800) 279-1301    (608) 329-7500 
www.deancare.com/chamber  www.procellular.net   
 
 

1505 9th Street 
Monroe, WI  53566 
Phone:  608-325-7648 
E-mail:  thechamber@tds.net 

www.monroechamber.org 

If you are not a member of your Monroe Chamber of Commerce, join today.  We are missing you 
at the business table.  The Chamber works for you daily by providing these and many more  
services to you and your business: 

Promote We promote your business 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Advocate We keep you up-to-date on legislation that could impact you and/or your business. 

Connect We keep you connected with other businesses and the economic market in Monroe and 
  the region. 

Educate  We are bringing seminars and services to you to keep you informed and are timely for your 
  business needs. 
 
 

                                   Your Monroe Chamber, The PACE of the Business Community. 

 

$50 Off Any High Definition TV under 37” 

$100 Off Any High Definition TV over 42” 
$10 Off Any US Cellular Phone 

 
Valid only at  

301 6th Avenue West, Ste. 129 Monroe, WI 
608-325-3731 
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 “Your Hospitality  
Professionals” 

 
 

6th Street  
& Hwy 69 325-1500 328-3444 

Large Delite 2 Topping Pizza 
$6.99  

Coupon valid through January  31, 2011.    
Not valid with any other offer.  Valid only at  
participating locations. Coupons cannot be 

sold, transferred or duplicated. 

 

Spurring Entrepreneurship 
National Economic, Regulatory Barriers Slow Startups 

 
 

 

Startups are critical to job growth but are being stymied by immigration policy, a lack of financing, 
and regulatory barriers, according to experts.   

“To create new jobs, we’ve got to create new companies,” Bob Litan, vice president for research and 
policy at the Kauffman foundation stated.  Most new jobs created nationally between 1980 and 2005 
were by companies in existence for fewer than five years, according to Litan. 

However, the percentage of startups is declining.  According to the U.S. Department of Labor, the 
number of companies with at least one employee fell by 100,000 in the year that ended March 31, 
2010.  That 2% drop represents the second worst performance in 18 years — right behind the 3.4% 
drop in the previous year.   

Vivek Wadhwa, senior research associate at Harvard University and adjunct professor at the Pratt 
School of Engineering at Duke University, contends that U.S. immigration and visa policy is driving 
highly educated immigrant entrepreneurs back to their home countries, instead of starting  
businesses here.  “The U.S. is experiencing a brain drain and doesn’t even realize it.”   

Wadhwa pointed out that 25% of all tech and engineering companies started in the United States 
were founded by legal, high-skilled immigrants.  Yet many of today’s future entrepreneurs are “stuck 
in immigration limbo” while they try to get a green card in the United States, she said. 

One solution, Wadhwa suggested, would be to give green cards to legal, high-skilled immigrants 
who start a company in the United States after the company has passed the five-year mark.  Tim 
Kane, senior fellow in research and policy with the Kauffman Foundation, recommended reviewing 
current visa caps and identifying categories, such as engineers, that could be decoupled from the 
overall cap. 

Startups are also stalling because of a lack of available financing.  While there is plenty of capital in 
reserves — including more than $2 trillion being held by corporations and dedicated small business 
funds at banks — the current environment of uncertainty is forcing everyone to hold onto their money 
or proceed with caution, according to Andrew Sherman, a partner at global law firm Jones Day. 

High regulatory compliance costs and punitive tax structure have also inhibited entrepreneurship, 
said Scott Shane, professor of entrepreneurial studies at Case Western Reserve University. 

As a business community, we must look at ways to alleviate the burdens on our entrepreneurs so we 
can help them continue our business startups —- it is essential to the vitalization of our economy 
locally.  Your Monroe Chamber and Business Community needs to stand together and resound the  
message our Governor is sending —- WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!! 
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Chamber Ambassador  
Meeting 
February 3, 8:00– 9 a.m.  
Monroe Chamber Upstairs 
Board Room, 1505 9th Street, 
Monroe.  Come help us recruit 
new members, retain our cur-
rent members and network 
with your peers. Wee need 
your help in taking your Mon-
roe Chamber and community 
to the next level.   
(608) 325-7648 

Auditions!  You’re A Good 
Man Charlie Brown 
February 3, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., 
& Sunday 6, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
The MTG Community Arts 
Building, 910 16th Avenue, 
Monroe.  A musical comedy 
directed by David Sorenson.  
Needed:  4 males, 2 females 
ages 18 and up.   

Enjoy Watercolor Images of 
a Bygone Era of What is 
Considered True Americana 
by D.L. Brown 
February 4 - 25, Tuesday’s -  
Saturday’s, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m., Free.  Monroe Arts  
Center, Frehner Gallery, 1315 
11th Street, Monroe.    
Wonderful collection from area  
artists.  (608) 325-5700 

All That Jazz Big Band 
February 5 , 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.  
Free.  Monroe Arts  
Center, Gunderson Stiles 
Concert Hall, 1315 11th 
Street, Monroe.   Reserved 
Tickets $20 & $25. The 20 
member big band proves 
there’s no better way to ex-
perience the big band sound 
than at a live performance.  
(608) 325-5700 

Your Trusted Family Jeweler 
Since 1921 

 

The Finest in Estate and       
Antique Jewelry 

Come in and Browse! 

Westside of Monroe’s Historic Square 
(608) 325-2600 

 

News/Events Around the Area 

Green County Area  
Entrepreneurs & Inventors 
Meeting 
February 7, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., 
AmericInn Lodge, 424 4th 
Avenue, Monroe.  Come hear 
and learn what the SBDC can 
do to help you launch your 
business idea, tweak an exist-
ing business or provide some 
help in keeping your business 
running.  (608) 328-9452 

Turner Hall Dance ‘n’ Dine  
February, 6,  20 & 27  
$8/person  1217 17th Avenue, 
Monroe.  Every Sunday  
afternoon from 2 - 6 p.m.,  
enjoy dancing with live music 
performed by some of the 
most popular old-time, big 
band and oldies bands in 
southern Wisconsin.  
(608) 325-3461 

Style ala Carte 
February 10 & 17, Noon. 
Turner Hall, 1217 17th  
Avenue, Monroe.  Free  
noon-hour style shows every 
2nd and 3rd Thursday of the 
month in the Ratskeller  
Restaurant, featuring fashions 
from various area businesses.  
(608) 325-3461 

SARP’s Dancing &  
Romancing Masquerade 
Ball Fundraiser 
February 12, 7:00 p.m. 
Monroe Country Club, 2205 
21st Street, Monroe.  Tickets 
are $25.00 each.  Sponsors 
needed.  For tickets or to be a 
sponsor, contact Ellen 
Schwartz at (608) 324-2444. 

Squeezebox Night 
February 15, Turner Hall 1217 
17th Avenue, Come dust off 
that old accordion or button 
box that’s been sitting in the 
attic for years and bring it to 
the Turner Hall’s Ratskeller.  
(608) 325-3461 

Second Harvest Mobile Food 
Pantry 
February 17, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m., 
St. Vincent de Paul store park-
ing lot. 501 1st Avenue. Bring 
plastic bags, tubs or boxes to 
help carry the many items you 
will be given.  Remember to 
dress appropriately for outdoor 
weather. 

Monroe Chamber Business 
After 5 Sponsored by  
Zone Health Care 
February 17, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Zone Health Care, 1613 10th 
St.  Come out and  
enjoy the Monroe Chamber of  
Commerce Business After 5  
sponsored by Zone Health 
Care.  There will be great food, 
fun and networking.  Don’t  
forget your business cards!  
(608) 325-7648 

Monroe Market on the 
Square Potluck Kick-Off 
February 23, First National 
Bank & Trust Community 
Room, 1625 10th Street,  
Monroe.  Interested in being a 
part of this year’s Monroe  
Market on the Square?  Come, 
join us for our initial potluck 
kick-off for the 2011-2012  
Season.  For more information, 
contact Eileen Meyers, Market  
Manager (608) 329-4599. 

Marty Rayborn & Full Circle 
February 26, 7:30 p.m., Mon-
roe High School  
Performing Arts Center, 1600 
26th Street, Monroe.  MAC 
Member Tickets:  $12-32. Non-
MAC Member Tickets $25-35. 
Since 2003, Rayborn and his 
band Full Circle have been 
thrilling audiences with their 
down-to-earth blend of voice 
and strings. This performance 
is a great night of entertain-
ment for the entire family.   
(608) 325-5700 

  “…an undiscovered gem!” 
National Historic Cheesemaking Center 

Open daily 9 am - 4 pm     
April 1 - October 31  

 2108 6th Ave.  Monroe, WI       (608) 325-4636 

 Home of the  
Green County  

Welcome  
Center 




