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Computer Heroes, Inc.    Klein Insurance Group 
Computer/Network Support   Insurance Company   
Josh Montgomery, Owner    Lisa Neumann, Benefits Specialist                           
132 W. 6th Street    702 N. High Point Road 
Monroe, WI  53566    Madison, WI  53717 
(608) 329-4300     (608) 828-0229    
www.computerheroes.com   www.kleinins.com  
    
      
 
 
 
Hemb Insurance Group     Tri-Insure, LLC 
Insurance Company    Insurance Company 
Julie Allemagne, H.R. Strategist/Benefits Adv. Heather Nysted, Life & Health Div. Mgr.                                          
2801 Coho Street, Suite 200   145 N. Main Street 
Madison, WI  53711    Monticello, WI  53570 
(608) 310-7085     (608) 938-4317 
www.hicadvisors.com    www.tri-insure.com 

1505 9th Street 
Monroe, WI  53566 
Phone:  608-325-7648 
E-mail:  thechamber@tds.net 

www.monroechamber.org 

If you are not a member of your Monroe Chamber of Commerce, join today.  We are missing you 
at the business table.  The Chamber works for you daily by providing these and many more  
services to you and your business: 

Promote We promote your business 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Advocate We keep you up-to-date on legislation that could impact you and/or your business. 

Connect We keep you connected with other businesses and the economic market in Monroe and 
  the region. 

Educate  We are bringing seminars and services to you to keep you informed and are timely for your 
  business needs. 
 
 

                                   Your Monroe Chamber, The PACE of the Business Community. 

 

$50 Off Any High Definition TV under 37” 

$100 Off Any High Definition TV over 42” 
$10 Off Any US Cellular Phone 

 
Valid only at  

301 6th Avenue West, Ste. 129 Monroe, WI 
608-325-3731 
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 “Your Hospitality  
Professionals” 

 
 

6th Street  
& Hwy 69 325-1500 328-3444 

Large Delite 2 Topping Pizza 
$6.99  

Coupon valid through April 30, 2011.    
Not valid with any other offer.  Valid only at  
participating locations. Coupons cannot be 

sold, transferred or duplicated. 

 

Value and Protect Your Patents 
Be Aware of Invisible and Unrecorded Assets 

David Gulko, JD, CFA - Associate Counsel, General Patent Corporation 

 

 

The purpose of a patent is defined in the U.S. Constitution to encourage innovation.  A patent does not give 
the patent owner the right to produce a product that uses the patented invention.  In fact, the opposite is true.  
A patent gives the owner the right to exclude others from using the patented invention.  A patent is a limited 
monopoly granted to an inventor by the federal government. 

Buying and Selling 

Like other assets, intellectual property (IP) can be sold or rented (licensed).  A business that patents a novel 
technology, but decides not to use that technology, can sell the patent to another business.  Alternatively, a 
business can license its patent to other businesses that pay a royalty based on unit or dollar sales of the 
product that uses the patented invention.  Patent brokers, like real estate brokers, help sale and license 
patents. 

Patents and other IP, including trademarks, service marks, copyrights, and trade secrets, are often invisible 
and unrecorded assets.  This occurs because patents and other IP do not enter an enterprise the way raw 
materials or capital equipment does.  For example, a company’s R&D develops the next great mousetrap, so 
the company decides to apply for a patent.  The cost of applying for the patent is written off as an operating 
expense.  Once the patent is granted, the business has a potentially valuable asset that does not appear on 
the company’s books.  One buyer may see — and another buyer may miss — an organization’s IP. 

Infringement 

Patent infringement occurs when a person or business uses a patented technology without the owner’s  
permission.  Since patent infringement is not a crime, infringers are pursued by filing a civil lawsuit in federal 
court.  Patent enforcement litigation can be a lengthy and expensive process, but settlements and awards 
can run into the tens of millions of dollars — for an asset that does not even appear on the balance sheet! 

Courts typically measure damages for patent infringement by trying to determine a reasonable royalty rate 
based on the value contributed by the patented technology to the infringer.   

According to PricewaterhouseCoopers, the median award for patent infringement was $5.2 million from 1995 
to 2009.  When the infringer is a large corporation, damage awards can be exponentially larger as illustrated 
by the $1.85 billion awarded in Centocor Ortho Biotech Inc. vs. Abbott Laboratories in 2009 and the $1.54 
billion awarded in Lucent vs. Microsoft case in 2007.   

If your business has proprietary technology, you should consider consulting with a patent agent or patent 
attorney about protecting that technology.  If you own a patent that you believe has been infringed, contact a 
patent enforcement firm to determine if it is practical to pursue the infringer.   
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Human Habitations by  
Carolyn Mastroianni and 
24th Annual WRAP Show 
April 1 - 29, Tuesday’s -  
Saturday’s, 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m., Free.  Monroe Arts  
Center, Frehner Gallery,  
1315 11th Street, Monroe.    
(608) 325-5700 

You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown—Monroe Theatre 
Guild 
April 1, 2, 7 & 8, - 7:30 p.m., 
April 3 & 9, 2 p.m., Tickets $8 
- $12, 910 - 16th Avenue in 
downtown Monroe. Purchase 
tickets at MTG Box Office or 
reserve tickets by phone  
(608) 325– 1111. 
www.monroetheatre.com 

8th & 9th Street Project  
Update for Community 
April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29  
8:00 - 9:00 a.m., Monroe City 
Hall, 1110 18th Avenue,  
Monroe.  Free.  Al Gerber, 
City Engineer will give an  
update to the community on 
the 8th/9th Street Project.    

Turner Hall Dance ‘n’ Dine  
April 3, 10, 17 & 24  
$8/person  1217 17th Avenue, 
Monroe.  Every Sunday  
afternoon from 2 - 6 p.m.,  
enjoy dancing with live music 
performed by some of the 
most popular old-time, big 
band and oldies bands in 
southern Wisconsin.  
(608) 325-3461 

Green County Area  
Entrepreneurs & Inventors 
Meeting 
April 4, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., First 
National Bank & Trust, Lower 
Level Meeting Room, 1625 
10th Street, Monroe.  Come 
hear and learn about  
Resources for Business  - 
Business Feasibility.  
(608) 328-9452 

Your Trusted Family Jeweler 
Since 1921 

 

The Finest in Estate and       
Antique Jewelry 

Come in and Browse! 

Westside of Monroe’s Historic Square 
(608) 325-2600 

 

News/Events Around the Area 

Chamber Ambassador  
Meeting 
April 7, 8:00– 9:00 a.m.   
Monroe Chamber Upstairs 
Board Room, 1505 9th Street, 
Monroe.  Come help us recruit 
new members, retain our  
current members and network 
with your peers.  
(608) 325-7648 

Tom Chapin with Michael 
Mark and Jon Cobert 
April 9 , 7:30 p.m.  MAC  
Member:  Tickets $17-22,  
Non-member:  Tickets $20-25.  
Monroe Arts Center,  
Gunderson Stiles Concert 
Hall, 1315 11th Street, Mon-
roe.   Tom Chapin’s concerts 
are sparked by strong, intelli-
gent, songwriting with clear,  
engaging vocals and intricate, 
melodic guitar work that has 
become his trademark.  
(608) 325-5700 

Style ala Carte 
April 14 & 21, Noon. Turner 
Hall, 1217 17th Avenue,  
Monroe.  Free noon-hour style 
shows every 2nd and 3rd 
Thursday of the month in the 
Ratskeller Restaurant, featur-
ing fashions from various area 
businesses.  (608) 325-3461 

Monroe Chamber Green 
County Business Expo & 
April Business After 5 
April 15 1:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
April 16 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Monroe Chamber Business 
After 5, April 15, 5:00 - 7:00 
p.m., SLICE Arena, 1632 4th  
Avenue West, Monroe.  Come 
see over 50 businesses from 
our community under one 
roof, great job prospecting, 
and outstanding door prize 
drawings.  This is a great 
event for the entire family. 
Bring your business cards!
(608) 325-7648 

 

Unsinkable Women:  Stories 
and Songs from the Titanic 
April 15 , 7:30 p.m.  MAC  
Member:  Tickets $17-22,  
Non-member:  Tickets $20-25.  
Monroe Arts Center,  
Gunderson Stiles Concert Hall, 
1315 11th Street, Monroe.   
See and hear how nine women 
rose above personal tragedy 
with incredible personal 
strength.  (608) 325-5700 

Michael Perry—hosted by 
Chuck Wellington 
April 21, 7:00 p.m.  Free.   
Monroe Arts Center,  
Gunderson Stiles Concert Hall, 
1315 11th Street, Monroe.   
Spend an evening with best 
selling, Wisconsin humorist 
Michael Perry.  Perry is author 
to Coop-A Year of Poultry, 
Pigs and Parenting, Truck:  A 
Love Story, and Population 
485.  (608) 325-5700 

Purchase for Paws—the 
Purrrfect Garage Sale 
April 28-30, Monroe Auto 
Sales, 101 West 8th Street, 
Monroe’s Westside.  House-
hold items may be donated, no 
clothes.  All proceeds  
support the Green County  
Humane Society. 

Monroe Citywide Garage 
Sale  
April 29-30, $10.00 
Registration forms are located 
at the Monroe Chamber office, 
local grocery stores and can 
be found on the Monroe 
Chamber website:  
www.monroechamber.org 
Registration forms are due by 
April 21st at 4 p.m. 

  “…an undiscovered gem!” 
National Historic Cheesemaking Center 

Open daily 9 am - 4 pm     
April 1 - October 31  

 2108 6th Ave.  Monroe, WI       (608) 325-4636 

 Home of the  
Green County  

Welcome  
Center 




